November 26, 2013


Mr. Mark Sweeney, P.E.
Michigan Department of Transportation
Brighton Transportation Service Center
10321 East Grand River Ave., Suite 500
Brighton, MI 48116


[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Mr. Sweeney:

I am writing to express the need for the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) to answer serious environmental questions regarding its proposed Hard Shoulder Running (HSR) US-23 project. This project would widen the north-bound and south-bound shoulders of US-23 north of Ann Arbor for 7.3 miles and create an additional, but intermittent, travel lane on those shoulders. Among my concerns are the need for an appropriate level of environmental review and the need for more research into possible adverse effects of HSR US-23. 

It is imperative that MDOT fully considers HSR US-23’s potential adverse effects on the environment from a legal perspective. Language contained in the National Environmental Policy Act and Federal Highway Administration guidance strongly suggest that HSR US-23 warrants a greater level of environmental review than is currently being considered. Proper classification must be determined before the project commences. 

Potential impacts on air and water quality also merit more research and public access to information. The project corridor lies in close proximity to several lakes, waterways, and wetland areas. The proposed project would increase the area of impermeable pavement, and the subsequent water pollution from runoff could have serious negative effects on ecosystem health in the area. Air pollution from a possible increase in traffic could worsen air quality along the corridor. These concerns need to be researched further and the full scope of the impacts needs to be addressed. 

My questions about the HSR US-23 project are shared with many other Michigan residents. I urge you to ensure the project receives the proper level of environmental review and to fully consider possible environmental effects along the corridor, especially air and water quality issues. 

Thank you for your consideration. 



